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	To ensure a smooth-running society, laws and regulations at the local, state, and national levels, help provide protections against abuse from individuals, organizations, and the government itself. Whether the laws are related to the issuance of a birth certificate and social security number, traffic/transportation, freedom of expression, etc., they help ensure the general safety of the public. Usually, when people think of law, they think of situations when it is very visible; an example would be criminal law or sentencing. However, our lives are regulated daily by contracts on rental or owned properties, the roads we take to work, the schools our children attend, the water we use, etc. Because of the extent to which laws influence our daily lives, I’d dare to say that their impact significantly plays a role in shaping the people we are.  
	I purchased a home recently in a community called Bridgeland that is in Cypress, TX. The application process itself was significantly tied to local, state, and federal laws. An application was submitted to a lender, for which my credit was pulled in accordance with the 12 CFR § 1002.2(f) which grants a lending institution the ability to exercise diligence in obtaining information about the applicant’s previously established credit. My loan then moved to the phase in which banking statements had to be provided, letters of explanation submitted to clarify transactions that the lender had questions about, and once those statements were accepted, underwriting began. A home appraisal was conducted by an appraiser licensed by the TX Occ Code § 1103.002,  hired by the Department of Veteran Affairs. Once my financial standing was verified and the home inspections were completed, the lender began calculating the monthly payment that included the county taxes and HOA fees. The Harris County Appraisal District imposes a property tax rate that abides by the state constitution which dictates under Article 8 § 1(b) that all property in the state must be taxed in proportion to its value, unless said property is exempt as authorized by the constitution. On that same token, because the Bridgeland community provides a plethora of amenities for its residents, two different HOA fees are assessed. The Bridgeland HOA acts as the parks regulatory counsel, for which dues are assessed yearly to ensure property upkeep. Since Bridgeland is a larger community made up of smaller subdivisions (different builders), a subdivision HOA fee is also assessed. This second fee, same as the first, acts as a regulatory counsel, though, it oversees lawn maintenance, sidewalk upkeep, and anything else that is considered a ‘common’ or shared area between residents. These HOAs are non-profit corporations organized primarily for the purpose of regulating a community. The state of Texas, in Title 11 chapter 209 § 209.005 (I)(J) of the Residential Property Owners Protection Act 552 authorizes the association board to adopt a records production and copying policy that prescribes the fee that the association will charge for the compilation, production and reproduction of information, material, labor and overhead.  After all the numbers were accurately calculated, the closing was coordinated through a title company that is governed by the Texas Department of Insurance under the Texas Insurance Code, Title 11 § 2501.002. The entirety of the home buying process was tied to rules and codes that either protect the lending institution or the consumer. For me, because a VA loan was utilized, federal, state and local laws played part in the process. Thankfully though, it was a quick and smooth process. 
	Since I was living in an apartment on a month-to-month basis while the lending process was completed, once I closed on the home, under Texas Property Code Title 8 § 91.001 I was legally authorized to terminate the agreement with the apartment complex and moved out. During the moving process, several laws and codes applied. I had to terminate several contracts with some utility providers, internet providers etc. Once all those loose ends were tied at the apartment, I began transporting all my belongings to the home. To do so, under Texas Transportation Code § 521.021, to operate a motor vehicle a driver’s license was required. Under that same Transportation law, in § 521.143 (b)(c), an automobile insurance policy used as evidence of financial responsibility was required, and under § 502.040(1) the vehicle was required to be registered with the state/county in order for it to be used on the highway. Once on the public roads, the state granted local authorities the power to enact and enforce ordinances or rules that regulate traffic through the Texas Transportation Code, Title 7, § 542.201-202. 
	After finally moving everything into our new home, we were ready to get settle in. So, on we went. New contracts were signed with internet providers, an agreement with the MUD was executed to begin water and trash service, etc. The more important thing on my mind at the time though was the schools. I needed to get my children enrolled in the new school. Since my children were transferring from the New Caney Independent School District to Cy-Fair ISD, the Texas Education Agency, under § 25.002 required that my children’s prior school district provide certain records to the new district registrar so that she could complete our transfer. 
	I am happy to report that we have now been able to find a routine and are truly enjoying the many joys of being homeowners. Part of that routine, of course, includes my job. I’ve been employed with US Congress for roughly 5 years now. I worked under Congressman Ted Poe and now work under Congressman Dan Crenshaw. Congressional offices, unsurprisingly, abide by the many rules set forth by House Ethics. A perfect example is when we assist a constituent and they send us a thank you gift, but we must reject it. 18 U.S.C. § 203 states that if a government employee that is carrying out their official duties demands, seeks, receives, accepts, or agrees to receive any compensation for their representational services, shall be subject the penalties described in 18 U.S. Code § 216. Another example is how congressional offices must maintain their official and campaign office duties separate. The basic principle is that money allocated to a member of congress for his official duties, should not be spent to help gain reelection and 31 U.S.C. § 1301(a) demands that any official funds only be used for the purposes for which they were appropriated, and the statutory authorizations for the allowances. In our office, part of our duty is to enact legislation, that if passed, would then affect every single American, but like everyone else, we must abide by federal, state, and local rules too. When COVID hit, because our offices are located within Harris County, our staff strictly followed Judge Hidalgo’s recommendations for face coverings and social distancing. When a constituent calls about a child support issue or a TDCJ issue, they are always referred to the state agency or their state representative respectively. Laws, codes, regulations, procedures, etc. are all part of my everyday life. During the occasional, though rare, downtimes at work, I try to sneak in a couple minutes of school time. UHD, like many of the other entities mentioned earlier has policies that the students must follow. For example, the PS. 03.A.19. For Academic Honesty.  This school policy calls for students to be honest in all their academic activities and mentions that the institution will not tolerate dishonesty. 
	As summertime approaches, I plan and prepare vacations for my children. For the most part, because I am a single mom that works full time without the help of the other parent, my children often travel for the summer to my homeland of Medellin, Colombia with my parents. The usual problem is though that because we have split custody, I must obtain written permission from my ex-husband so that my children can travel internationally. 
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